
Helping people find and follow God.
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Some of the best church planting advice we’ve ever received was, “Don’t plant a church unless 

God won’t let you do anything else.” That has been the case for our family. God has undeniably 

called us to do this.

We first felt the nudge to plant a church in October of 2014. We were in Branson, Missouri,

working at Kanakuk Kamps. We weren’t looking to leave, but God made it abundantly clear 

through his Word, the counsel of wise friends, and the Spirit’s leading in our lives that a new

season of ministry was next. 

The Residency Program at Movement and Encounter Church has been perfect for us. We have 

been able to learn, grow, and be a part of two healthy churches. When we were asked us to come 

and join their team, there is no better word to describe how we felt than “peace.” Since we’ve been 

here in Columbus, we have felt “home”. God has called us, confirmed the calling over and over, and 

we’re confident about our journey into church ministry. 

Local church ministry is the front lines of the battle, and we want to give our lives to be on the 

front lines. We have a great team, and we’re going to a place where the need for the Gospel is very 

apparent. We’re thrilled to be in the center of God’s will.

Joel, Morgan,
and Cooper Trainer
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180,000 people live within 5 miles of downtown Gahanna.

120,000 of those people have little or no interest in God.

Growing suburb of Columbus, especially for young families.

From the research we have done, there is a need for a life-giving church in Gahanna,

especially one that will appeal to young families. There are some established churches

in Gahanna that appeal to an older demographic, but there are 120,000 people within 

5 miles of downtown Gahanna that do not have a church home.

WHERE ARE WE GOING? GAHANNA, OH
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VISION:

Three Creeks Church exists to help 
people find and follow God.

CORE VALUES:

TRUTH
We believe the Bible is true, and we live our lives by it.

GATHER
We gather on Sundays and in small groups, because
we grow best in groups.

SERVE
We serve people both in our local community and
around the world.

LOVE
Whoever you are, you’re welcome at
Three Creeks Church.
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THREE CREEKS
CHURCH DNA

1. We love the Bible
The Bible is true, and we live our lives by it.
We teach it, trust it, and put it into practice.
Everything we do aligns with it.

2. We invest in the next generation
From age 0-18, you will be valued and invested in at 
our church. We place a lot of energy and resources 
towards this age group.

3. We pursue excellence
In all we do, we work at it with all of our hearts
and gifts to display how amazing Jesus really is. 

4. We build leaders
Our culture is one where disciples make disciples 
that make disciples, and so on. We want to help lost 
people find God, and help found people follow God. 

5. We engage in Community Groups
Everyone is encouraged to join a Community 
Group, where they can connect socially, be encour-
aged and challenged, talk about God and pray.

6. We love our local community
Our aim is to love and serve the local community, 
so that they would ask, “Who is Three Creeks and 
why do they care?

7. We will plant life-giving churches
Church planting is the best way to reach people far 
from God with the Gospel, so we will consistently 
plant life-giving churches.

8. We want you to feel welcome
We don’t want to be the coolest church in town.
We want to be the warmest one, a church marked 
by authenticity and community. 

9. We pray a lot
Our first action ought to be prayer, in all situations 
and decisions. God still speaks today, and we count 
on Him to guide us as we pray to Him.

10.  We care about people around
the world
Jesus said, “Make disciples of all nations.”
We take that as a charge to make disciples all 
around the world. 



FORMING A LAUNCH TEAM

October 2016

Movement and Encounter Church

leaders pray in Gahanna, selecting

it as our church plant site.

November 2016

22 people come to the first Three Creeks 

Church Launch Team Gathering.

March 2017

45 people come to an Info Meeting about

Three Creeks Church.
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March 2017

James Truslow, and his wife Abbey, join the 

Three Creeks Church team as the Creative 

Arts Director.
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May 2017

55 people come to a

Three Creeks Vision Night.

June 2017

60 people attend another Three Creeks 

Gathering. 54 of them sign a Launch Team 

Commitment Card.
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Cody & Mindy McManaway 

Ben & Erica Jones 

Joel Trainer: Lead Pastor

James Truslow: Creative Arts Director

Cody McManaway: Business Director

LEADERS:

Preview 
Services

TIMELINE:

Joel & Morgan Trainer 

James & Abbey Truslow 

Morgan Trainer: Community Groups Director

Erica Jones: Three Creeks Kids Director

Abbey Truslow: Connections Director

Residency at Movement Church
/Encounter Church

First Launch
Team Meeting

Three Creeks
Church Launch
Sunday

SEPTEMBER 2016 - AUGUST 2017 SEP. 10 FEB. 4 & 11 18

2017 2018
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ADVOCATES

Artrip Family 

Spoelstra Family 

Movement Church
PO BOX 1654 
Hilliard, OH 43026
www.movementcolumbus.com

Encounter Church
7652 Sawmill Road Suite #385
Dublin, OH 43016
www.encounterchurch.us

I’ve heard it said that churches plant churches. I’ve

also heard it said that leaders plant churches. As the 

leader of a church that wants to plant churches we knew 

it was of the utmost of importance for us to find the

right couple to lead our first church plant team. Simply 

put, Movement Church believes in Joel and Morgan 

Trainer. We’ve seen their success and leadership in 

multiple ministry contexts and their gifting lends itself 

to this pioneering work. Joel and Morgan have been great 

about casting a vision, building a team, aligning around 

a strategy and calling people to invest. We fully support 

their call to plant Three Creeks Church in Gahanna and 

are excited to make their impact

our impact.

Mark Artrip, Lead Pastor, Movement Church

Church planting is not for the faint of heart. With

national statistics stating three out of five church plants 

fail, sending churches ought to have great confidence in 

the couples they commission. I have that confidence in 

Joel and Morgan Trainer. From communicating skills 

and biblical knowledge to building a launch team and 

casting a clear vision, I’ve seen them work together as

an effective team. Their marriage is Christ-centered,

and they have been trained, vetted, and have the

accountability and support of two sending churches. I 

look forward to hearing and celebrating the great things 

God has done through this couple and the Launch Team 

of Three Creeks Church!

Sean Spoelstra, Lead Pastor, Encounter Church
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Assist just finished its evaluation and approval of Joel 

Trainer and the Three Creeks church plant. The top four 

things we look for: 1. Leadership  2. Sending Church

Partnership  3. Core Team Formation 4. Launch Plan.

This project rated extremely high in all four areas.  This 

is textbook for the way church planting should be done.  

Joel is a tremendous leader and has brought together a 

great team.  We are honored to be a partner in this

project and are very excited see the impact this new 

church is going to have for Jesus.  This team needs

your help in prayer and resources to do it well. With

confidence and joy, I encourage you to invest and pray

for this project.

Nathan Bryant, Director of Assist Church Expansion

Ron and Chery Boehm 

We believe Joel is a strong candidate for the work of 

church planting. Joel has developed very strong

leadership characteristics and skills that will serve

him well. The work of church planting is not a fail-safe 

process and certainly the leader is key, but there are 

many other mitigating factors that will determine the 

final outcome. The strength of Joel’s character, his

leadership skills, his commitments to creativity and

leadership development, his relational skills with

people, and the health of his marriage all suggest to us 

that it would be reasonable to invest in his attempt to 

plant a church in Gahanna. 

Ron and Chery Boehm, Church Planting Coaches

Assist Church eXpansion
PO Box 3216 
Monument, CO 80132
www.assistcx.org

Fellowship of Grace 
Brethren Churches
PO Box 384
Winona Lake, IN 46590
www.fgbc.org

Nathan Bryant 
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INVEST

For us to be the life-giving, impactful church God has called us to be, we need your help. As you can imagine, 

there are some large start-up costs in our first few years. With the size of our Launch Team and the generous

support of Movement Church and Encounter Church for our first three years, we’re off to a great start. However, 

we need a few more people to invest in Three Creeks Church and what God is calling us to do in Gahanna.

If that’s you, here are some ways you can support Three Creeks Church: 

To support Three Creeks Church or find out more information, email:

give@threecreekschurch.com or go to www.threecreekschurch.com/give

Buy us a sound system:

$15,000
Purchase our “mobile church” 

equipment needs:

$10,000

Rent a meeting space for us:

$1,000/week
Launch our Kids Ministry: 

$8,000

Help us get the word out: 

$12,000

Sponsor our Local
Impact Events:

$2,000

Buy us a truck to
haul our trailer: 

$5,000




